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H^OTs.— Two days after this address wsa delivered, I read, for tlie 
feat Attoraey-Oeneral Black's Bscoad pamphlot in reply to Judge 
jDouglas, It liaa been assumed in MissiBsippi, tliat tlie pamphlet com- 
mite th© B'sddrai Goyerasnent in ^11 its departments-.—Legislative, Ju- 
dicto!, and Eseoutivo — to the defence of the Southera people in their 
Hvea, their liberties, and their property— skves iDclnded~both on the 
high seas ard in the Temtories. If the Attorney Genera! moans to 
be so uEidorotood, and -wili say so, I will then promptly admit that this 
address doea Mm injustice. I want the admission fcom himselfhoweTer. 
Conclusions &om his language, drawn by others, may prove fallacious. 

A. G. BROWF. 

Beoember 7j 3.869, 
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Eellow CimEFo; ■ <• 

la wJist I iiave fco mj to yoUj to niglit, it will ba my object 
to designate ag clearly jmd as Baccinctij as possible the points 
of difference between tlie l^ortliera md Southern Democra- 
cy — to point out tlie corarse which, in the present emergency 
of OUT political affairs, the Southern people ought to pnrsu^ — 
and the means they rnnst employ to secare their Constitntiottai 
ri^ts in the Union of out of it. 

I speak of the poiats of difference between Noirthern and 
Southern Democrats, because at the ]^orS;h, outside of the 
Democratic partyj wo are opposed by a fanatical hdrd© who 
trample without remorse on the ConstitatioiSj and pay as little 
regard to the rights of the South m the highwayman pays to 
the rights of his victim. It is clear that such s people Kave 
passed beyond the pale of reason; and I neither speak to them 
nor of them. " t 

At the South we are opposed by the oddis and ends of all 
parties, men so embittered by the contests of the past that 
they are almost ready to sink the^ Constitution — ^the union and 
the rights of the South, for the poor satisfaction of gaining a 
triumph over the Democratic party. If there be such men 
presept I do not speak to thera. 

I come as a patriot to speak to patriots. In twen^-fonr 
years of political life I have not seen so many signs of danger 
as &t the present. I am capable at such a time of rising above 
the petty prejudices of mere party ism, s'^d I desire to address 
myself only to such as have the manhood to sink the politician 
in the higher character of the Sotithem patriot. 

While 1 speak to the Demoeracyj I want it nndeiretood that 
I include every man of eveiy party who feels that he can go 
far throw off party shackles as to act with the only political 
organization which pretends to liationality, or wbich has the 
ghost of a chancb to &ave the country. * i 

The National Democratic party maj^, by possibility, come 
to s better understanding—sink their differences in ^ patriotic 
grave, and heartly unite in a noble aisd maiily effort to rescue 
the Constitution from the hand^'of its enemies, &nd lift t!ie 
Union above the storm that now threateusi its diBsblutioiSi • ' * 

To reconcile differences of Ckpiniofi "when g^at ends lik^ 
these are to be obtained, is an object worthy of th^ ^atrist^s 



aml>i'kioii ; and thoagli I am not very hopeful of success, I 
should not dJecharge mj dutj to my cmmiij and my own 
conscience if I did nofc make an honest effort. 

The g|reat error into which the Northern mind has been be- 
trayed, is this— that the legislative power of the Government, 
by whomsoever esercised, whether by Congress or a Territo- 
rial Legislature, may rightfully discriminate against slave pro- 
perty, To correct this error, and satisfy the iWorthem people 
th£^t we possess equal pdlidcal rights with themselves, are the 
ends to be attainea berore the tinion and the Constitution can 
be regarded as safe^ or peace be permanency establidied be- 
tween the sections. 

I assume that ther© ia not one among you all who admits 
that Government may rightfully discriminate against our pro- 
perty, or who does not claim for the South equal, rights privi- 
leges and protection with the North. This is the whole extent 
of.ourclaim, and I am hapi)y in the belief that Mississippi at 
heart is almost, a unit in maintaining this claim. 

I know; there is a large party at the North pretending to be 
^lational in its principles and conservative in its sentiments, 
which in words admit the justice of this claims but unfortu- 
nately their acte do not sustain their words. Like sinners 
who profess Christianity and then sin egain, these people acr 
^owledge our rights and then violate them. I warn you 
against men who come to you with giiile on their lips and 
deceit in their hearts^ 

Thejr tell us mtn mock gravity that they ask no spedal 
protection for their property, and we must ask none for ours. 
They know full well that there is no prejudice against tibeir 
j>roperty, and therefore they do not anticipate any hostile ac- 
tion. If, however, any power on earth should interfere with 
their rights of property, who does not know that they would 
b© quick to demand, and Government equally quick to give 
protection. 

What is all our legislation, Federal, State and Territorial, 
but & continuous effort to give special and adequate protection 
to personal rights and the rights of property ? What are all 
our treaties but so many objiygations enterea into for the pro- 
tection of private rights ? We fought the battles of the revo- 
lution,, declared war against Great Britain in 1812, fought 
J^Qsico in 1846-6-7, and all for what ?— but to compel a de- 
cent regard for the personal and property rights of our ©iti* 
smB^ Only two yeays ago an army was sentito Utah to chaa- 
the Mormons for plundering emigii'ant ixainsi And yet 
the Northera people torn op their pious faijes, and say, " we 
siSs. no special protection for our property, aiid you must ask 
none for yoare.^' / 
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Why, iellow-dtksnBj for wliat>]pnrpf>a0 wsfl Odvemmeat 
ordained hut to protect the dtea m l^ie personal rights and 
?ji8 rights of property. He performs all his duties, pays Ms 
taxes, fights for his country— olfera np hh life in defeiice of 
her honor — ani all for what? to be turned out like a horffe to 
shift for himself or die ? lifo 1 for the protection of hia Gov- 
ernment— adequate and snfiieient protection in Mb life, Ms 
liberty and property. And shall he be told that if he happens 
to be the owner of a species of property against which mnad- 
cism has arrayed itselt, his Government may therefore outlaw 
him ? I read in the conntenance of every man who hears m© 
the ready response, an emphatic, indignant no! We have 
been loyal to the Goveinment—we have lEillod its coffers, we 
have fought its battles-^we have washed its escutcheon in the 
blood of our veins; and, if it turn against ws, we will tea* 
down its colossal pillars and scatter them to the four winds of 
Heaven. 

Shall we live under a Government and only know it through 
its power to make exactions? Better be slaves than citizens 
' of such a Government. The master exacts obedience and 
honest toil, and in return he gives protection to his slave; 
But Our Government, in the hands of these men, would exact 
obedience to its laws, levy tribute on our purses, demand th& 
sacrifice of our lives, and then dismiss us iVom its C£^re. *Ihe 
free citizen who consents without a mnrmi^ to live under such 
a Government deserves to be sold into bondage, and shoidd 
thank his stars that his Yankee master gives him bread. 

There are three classes of persons at th6 North who think 
it their pririlcge to discuss and decide what are out rights 
under the Oonstitution. First^^those who broadly a^ert mat 
Ooiigress has the power and that it is its duty to exclude m as 
slaveholders from an equ&l participation in the use and enjoy- 
ment of the Territories — the common proj^erty of the States. 
Mr. Seward and his followers constitute this class. They are 
our enemies— so acknowledged— -and we are theira. > 

The second class are those who admit our e<ju&lity— say (hat 
ouf slaves are property under the Constitution, and that we 
have a light to go, like other people, into the Territories, and 
take our property with ns — and then assert that thici people of 
the Territories, tne first who get there, may, by non-action or 
unfriendly legislation drive ns out. These are Mr. Senator 
Douglas and his followers. They claim to be Denioerats^ and 
shall therefore have by'and>bT my respectfiil consideration; 

The third class are those who not only admit our equally 
and our equal and just rigk to go into ne Territories a^d tai^ 
pttr property , with nsj but who assert that we are entitled to 
protection after ^e get there — but who assert at the same time 
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th^t, although, m power they will do nothing to secure xes in 
our rights. That is to eay, that no odds how far the laws may 
fdl short o€. establishing that jneticQ, ensuring that domestic 
tranquility, providing for that common defence, and promoting 
that general welfare which were the primary objects of or- 
daining the Constitution'r-^tili that they will pass no other 
laws, but will leave us to the courts, unaided by statute laws, 
for oar remedy. To this class the President and a majority 
of hie Oabiriet, and his !N"orthern supporters generally belong. 

Besides these, th&i'e is yet a little band, small and feeble — 
top few to be classed as a party-— a mere handful — who assert 
our equality under the Constitution— our right to full, per- 
fect, and adequate protection, and who maintain that it is their 
duty to use all the efforts in their power to secure us our rights. 
So tar as I can see, they are a Spartan band fighting for naked 
justice, without a leader, without hope, and for the pure love 
of principle. If they had a leader I should love to hug hiin 
to my bosom-r-call him brother, and pledge him that we would 
fight together in defenf'j of the Constitution, the Union, and 
the equal and exact rights of every part of this great Con-* 
federacy. 

While I do not ignore the existence of this little band, and 
am even hopeful that a better day may dawn upon it. My 
dealing for the hour is with the other classes. 

I have said of Mr. Seward and his followers that they are 
our enemies, and we are theirs. He has declared that there 
is an "irrepressible conflict" between us. So there is. He 
and his followers have declared war against us, and I am for 
fighting it out to the bitter end. It is clear that one or the 
oUier must go to the wall, and the sooner the better. 

It is said by our opponents at home that in the event of Mr. 
Seward's ©lection to the Presidency on the distinct basis of his 
Bochester speech, the South ought not to withdraw from the 
IJnion, but wait for the overt act. The election of such a man, 
on such an issue, will be the overt act. If it is known that a 
great captain has surrounded himself by his followei's, and is 
marching at their head, with "Southern subjugation" written 
on hii banner, are we bound to wait until he is actually in our 
dwellings before we prepare for resistance ? If a man who is 
known to keep his word, threatens to shoot me on sight, am 
I obliged by any law, either human or divine, to wait till I 
am actually shot before I make defence? , The election of Mr. 
Seward, or any other man of his party, is not per se justifiable 
founds for dissolving the Union. But the act of putting the 
Government in tlie hands of men who mean to use it for our 
eubjugation, ought to be resisted even to the disruption of every 
tie that binds ns to the Union. I 
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WliatQver may b© lihp resolves of Mr. DoTi|jiaB, aM how- 
ever far lie may iiave wandered fifpm fiie ]piai?i teaqlnngB of 
the Constitution, and that great national highway timt leads 
to national justice^ I yet hop© that his flock ma5'" listen to l3i© 
yoice of th© "rood shepherd," and retnm to th© patlis of duty. 

Of Bncnanan and his friends, I hardly know what to 
say. If w© are to take the Oonstitntion newsps^er as the ex- 
ponent of tibieir views, X cannot hesitate to say that some of 
their positions are more indefensible than eitiier Seward's or 
Donglas'. Seward denies ns all right to Constitutional e<jaal- 
ity in the TemiK)ries — ^and monstrona as this lasumption it 
cannot be denied that his conciusibn not to give ns protection, 
is fairly deduoible from his promises. If we are not entitled 
as a Constitntional right to eqnality, it is clear we can only 
osk protection as a matter of grace. And in that case Mi. ' 
Seward and his friends may grant it or not, as they please. , I. 
reject with scorn his starting point, and thns show my disdain 
of his argumeuits and his conclusions, 
r When jJJi. Donglas admits our equality, and our right to 
. projection, he imposes on iumeelf as on© of the Supreme lsw- 
. givers of this country, an obligation to assist in giving uslpt(^^; 
tection. .This obligation he repudiates, and sets up against it, 
and as paramount to it, a right on the part of the peoj*!© jof 
Territory, no odds how few in number, by non-actioi^ w u^^^ 
friendly action to deprive us of our rights. I must ^y1;li]0it, if 
we are to be robbed of our rights, I prefer to have it 4oJi6 by • 
Seward's congressional bandit, rather than Douglas' :gtierMa <^ 
8q[uatters. . • v'u;:'^".'-^«. i 

Mr. iBuchanan comes nearly up to the point— almost fi3J®£i 
the requirements of the Constitution. But then he fali^rs. 
He admits our equality, he asserts ovr rights to protection, 
denies the right ot Douglas' guerilla squatters to exclnd© us. 
But when askfid whether he will recommend and i^^^* his 
friends in Congress to overrule the sc^uatters, and forbid them 
bjjr non-action or unfriendly legislation to deprive us; ofi our. 
nghts, h© falters, he hesitates, and' finally says: "no, I ci^t 
do that." Mr. Buchanan and his followers tell us if we aret 
derived of our rights w© have an appeal to conrtl ^ 
pray, whrtt does Mi. Douglas tell us? "if you ar^ denied 
your rights, go to court." Most generons shepherds ! Kobi© 
guardians of our rights I - May we not go to court as well apd 
as safely without your counsel as with it ? How often shallow© 
teU you that this sending us to court is an insulting mod^^l 
How are we to get into court on the complaint that the Jjegis- 
latur© has don© nothing— passed no law for oUr protectisfjja? 
How shall we maintain a suit for our rights against a Statute 
60 unfriendly as to exclude us, aiid yet so cunningly wbi^ed 
as to lie completely within the purview of the Constitution. 
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Sowai'il pro|)ose3 to ©sjoltid© m hf th& direcfc vofcs of 
, OOisgFes0. M-i. Donglalj says^ ao, ihU ;camJ.ot" b©' doiife i but if 
¥ou will resOrfc to tbo hoompoem of non'-aietioii ot* tmmendiy 
iQ^islfttion, the tMag be wcx-ked out to a cbKrrn* Hold! 
says Bao^sai>.aa, yon li^v© nc right to exclude tbo SouHi 
by dirs^t Of indirect mlaaus; biit if you: om so oannin^ly lay 
a scbemo as to exclude ber, and yet avoid riespon&ibihty iii 
tha courts, I give you my word I and my frienda will not ia- 
ter&efe*.- ■ ■ ■ ■ ' 

ISTow, my Menda, whiGh of the tibree do you prefer, Seward, 
likd a bold high-dayman, |>ropoi^es to ma^h up and snatch 
yoUi? rights from you by the strong arm of power ; ,Doufflas 
proposes to pilfer aw6y your rights through an irresponsible 
temtorial Legislature, wnidi he insists has the righl; to rob you 
if it will only do it otmningly, Mr^ Buchanan raises his eyes 
in holy horror, (^d declares they are both little bottler than 
burgli^.and thieves. But still if they do succeed in robbing 
you,, and can escape the courts, he will not interfere. 
thic^ hid whole duty is performed in protesting against the 
robb^. liTeither the Constitution, nor common Justice, nor 
a sendO of gratitude fbr your paat support has imposed on him 
any sort of obligation to interpciae in your defence. Which 
of the three do you prefer? For mjrself, if I could be brought 
to choose between positions So hostile to our rights, I rather 
think I ^ould prefer Seward's. It has the merit of being bold^ 
He robs with an uplifted hai?d and takes the respousioili^. 
«BoUglas does the thing just as effectually with more adroit« 
ness. And then with mock civility, says, if you don't like it, 
&o to court. While Mr. Buchanan stands by, smiles gracious^ 
and says, ^^for shame, gentlemen, how can you act sol" 
But, though panoplied in power, he deed nothing to prevent 
the cutra^. 

If I do mjustice to Mr. Buchanan, he may blame the editor 
of his organ, the "Constitution," and his Attomey-Oeneral, 
Judge Bkck — ^Mr. Bowman has been putting forth the rank- 
est n^^esies all the summer, through nis newspaper — ^while 
Judge Black has been bnilding cob-houses, and knocking diem 
down for the amusement of such peo]^le as take an interest in 
such childish sport. He assigns positions to Donglas wHich 
every school-boy ought to know he never oceupiedr— t^ng 
care to msLke them of easy relation ; and then proceeds very 
soleumly to overthrow them. But when he comeis to tho re^ 
queBtion of giving Googrcssional protection to slavery in t3ie 
Territories, £b heroism, like Bob Acres' courage, oozc» outj 
and he is as dumb ias a beetle. 

Ih aU seriousnei^ if Mr. Buchanan, Jndg^ Black, or any 
othtsr leading statesman of the ^orth, is with; us on the c[ue&« 



■§ 

tion, why don't they say so? Bo thQf expect to Batisfy the 
Sbistli with honeyed vfordB—^^^idehrM mfmlaet ffeyfani 
A^r— then they underratQ OMilntelligetice. Bo th^ hope to 
escape observation undei* the smokiQ of a general nre aimed 
at Douglas? Then they insult our sagacity. What w6 de^ 
mand is the undisputed right to carry our elave piroptrty 
into the Territories, and have it protected after we g^t it 
there— firat, by the Territorial Legislature, and that failing nsi 
then by Congress. If this right and this protection is denied 
us, it cannot much concern us by whom it ie done, and the 
mddm operandi is of the least imaginable consequence. Jtidg0 
Black, and Northern politicians j^enerally, may as well uni- 
derstand that a sugar-coated pill is just as nauseating in ita 
effects as naked tartar emetic. 

Instead of long " observations" on magazine articles, de- 
signed, like a Fi^ench Minister's words, to obscuihe ideas— a 
very short paragraph would have answered all our purposiss; 
"The Southern people have the same right to take their slave 
property to a Territory that an Eastern man has to take his 
dry goods, or a "Western man his produce ; and he has the 
same right to have it protected after he gets it there. And 
neither Congi-ess nor the Territorial Legislature can, properlj^, 
by mefius direct or indirect, deny this right or withnold this 
protection. And whether the one or the other, or both, un-- 
dertake to exercise such right, or den^ snch protection, we 
feel bound in fidelity to the Constitution, and to that equal 
justice which it secufies, to interpose in defence of the South- * 
ern people." 

Let that be the language. It is plain, practical, commoii 
sense, and to the point. We shall all understand it. He who 
uttera it will entitle himself to our votes, and he who sto^ 
short, should encounter our stern opposition. 

Let me not be misunderstood in regard to the Presideiiti 
As represented by his newspaper organ, he falls, in my judg- 
ment, immeasurably short of doing ns justice. As repre*- 
sented by his Attorney General, he theorizes well. He admits 
our right, under the Constitution, to take our slave property 
to the Territories, and our constitutional right to have it pro- 
tected after we ^et it there. But when we ask, " To whom 
shall we appeal, in ca?e our constitutional rights are not fe&- 
pected?" Like Douglas, he points to the courts. I have 
often combatted Douglas when he has pointed us to the cotittd 
as our only refuge, that I feel almost ashamed to repeat th^ 
same ar^ments in reply to the President 

To reter us to the courts for our remedy, is nothing short of 
downright mockery. And it is not a whit les6 insulting to 
our intelligence when done by the President, than when dcm^ 
by Judge l)ougla8. 
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Xfc is proposed to exclude m from tlie Temtories by non- 
BCtion and by unfriendly legislation— legislation so cunningly 
Revised as not to outrage the Constitution. And then we are 
told, if injustice has been done us, we must seek our remedy 
in court 

I^Qt me ask you, fellow-citizens, what fiffure I should cnt in 
f,ourt, complaining that the Legislature liad done nothing? 
How should I base my action ? On what grounds should I 
evoke the judgment of the court ? If I went to court on such 
a ^5oraplaint, a corteons and intelligent judge would be very 
certain to inform me that I had mistak'an my tribunal ; that 
it was the duty of the Legislature to pass laws, and of the 
court to enforce them ; and as my complaint was based on 
the non-action of the Legislature, it must be addressed to the 
Xegislatnre, and not to the court. , 

iWor should I be less at fault in complaining of an unfriendly 
statute, so cunningl y put up by Judge Douglas as not to vio- 
late the Constitution, and which should yet be entirely effec- 
tive for my exclusion ! The court would say, " We sit to ad- 
judicate rights under the law and the Constitution. You do 
not base youi' claims on any law. But you admit the law to 
be unfriendly to your claim ; and, therefore, unless you can 
show that the law violates the Constitution, we shall be com- 
pelled to dismiss your complaint." 

Oar antagonists are almost all lawyers, and they understand 
perfectly well that the Constitution secures rights, but that it 
J8 left to the Legislature to supply remedies ; and that legal 
rights without legal remedies are nullities. The constitutional 
rights of a citizen are the same in Kansas that they are in 
imssissippi. But need I ask you if the remedies are the same. 
Here your rights are valuable, because you have laws whereby 
to enforce them ; there your rights are worthless, because you 
have no laws, or law unfriendly to your rights. 
. ISow, let me take a familiar example hj way^ of illustration : 
Suppose John Smith removes from Mississippi to Kansas, and 
takes his slave property with him. This I undei*8tand Judge 
Douglas, Judge Black, the President, and the Northern De- 
mocracy generally, to admit he has a right tO;,do. I under- 
stand them to admit that Smith is entitled under the Consti- 
tution to protection for his property, after he gets it there. 
But he finds no law in force affording him protection. He 
appeals to thQ local Ledslature, and it flatly refuses to give 
him aid. He goes to these gentlemen and says : You ad- 
mitted my right to go to Kansas with my slaves, and my right 
to have them protected after I got them there. There is no 
law in force for my protection, and the Ipc^l Legislatm'e has 
refused, on my direct appeal, to pass such laws. You made 
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tliat I<8gialatuvo, and jou can unmak© it. I appeal to yoti fo? 
that protection to which you say I am entitlea under the Ooe- 
stittttion." " Aye,^* saysl)oiiglg0, "yori are entitled to pro^ 
tection. Bn if the LegiBlature chooses to deny it, you hav^ 
no remedy but by an appeal to court. I will not inteifero." 
Without stopping to debate with Douglas the absurdity of go^ 
to court for his remedy under such circumstances, ne turns 
lo the President. The President sends for the Attorney-Gen- 
eral; and Smith states his caise. The Attorney-General, at 
great length, argUes Smith's right,- under the CJonstitution, to 
take his slave property into Kansas, and concludes that, hav- 
ing the right, It follows, ex necessitate reij that he is entitled 
to protection after he gets it there. To all this the President 
assents. Smith feels awkward in this great presence, but ven- 
tures to say, "The rights you speak of are not recognized in 
Kansas, and will you oblige me by saying how I am to en- 
force them 1" "Why,"sav8 the Attorney-General, "appeal 
to the courts." "Exactly," adds the President, "and when 
you have a judgment, I will see that it is enforced, if need be, 
at the point of the bayonet." " Why," sajs Smith, " that is 
exactly what Douglas told me." " Yes," oontinues the Attor- 
ney-General, " but Judge Douglas claims that the Legislature 
of Kansas, by doing nothing, or by doing unfrieudly acts, 
may rightfully exclude you, and that I deny." "That's our 
position," adds the President. "The Administration denies 
that the people of a Territory, by non-action or by unfriendly 
action, can rightfully exclude you with your slave property. 
This, I assure you, Mr. Smith, is our position." "But,'^ says 
Smith, "I have been to Kansas wiin my slaves, and they 
have been decoyed from my possession, and spirited into 
Canada, by the undergrouna railroad, and I have found no 
remedy." "Why did you not appeal to the courts?" says 
the President. "I did," says Smith. "I first called on a 
laiwyer from Illinois, and he told me that I had been shame- 
fully treated ; that my rights under the Constitution had been 
violated, but that I had no remedy, for thel-e was no law to 
meet my case. I next called on a lawyer from Mississppi — 
I think nis name was Smedes. He told me my remedy was 
at common law, arid he first proposed a civil suit to recover 
the value of my property, I tola him there was no use in 
that, for the man who decoyed and carried off my slaves was 
not worth a sou. *Then,* said he, * we will indict him for lar- 
ceny — grand larceny, for stealing property, under the Consti- 
tution, of the value of one thousand aoUars and more.' The 
Grand Jury was friendly and brought in a true bill. The case 
was set down for hearing. The counsel for the defence at- 
gued forcibly on the testimony that it was not larceny; first, 
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fat thes reason that the negro was not tak>an from mj posses- 
eiolis-r-he ran away ; and next, that ho was not converted to 
the use of the defendant, hut was then, and had all the time 
bean a free man in Canada. The com-t hesitated, but finaly 
solved its doubts in favor of justice. The petit jmy being 
also Mendlj, returned a verdict of guilty. The Judge lookea 
oonfised, and asked lawyer Smedes under what statute he 
should proceed to sentence the accused. Mr. Smedes replied, 
luritit an air of confidenee, * Under the statute against larceny.' 
fStop/ said the defense. *The indictment is for the larceny 
of property of the value of one thousand dollars, and the proof 
shows the thing stolen to have been a negro slave, claimed as 
property under fiie Constitution. But our statute says : * lar^ 
ceu;^' shall be the felonious taking and carrying away, with 
the intent of converting the same to the use of the taker, the 
horses, cattle, hogs, or other personal chattels of another, 
* slaves excepted.^ * WhatP says Mr. Smedes, slaves excepted ? 
How came that exception? * Why,' says the defence, 'that 
is what Mr. Douglas and his friends mean by * unfriendly 
iegwlation ; and as neither vou nor the President, nor anybody 
di^, has provided a remedy against it, we claim affirmation 
of our motion, in arrest of judgment.' At this point the jury 
stared, the crowd gaped, the counsel wondered, the Judge 
said j * discharge the prisoner,' and old Ossawattomie Brown-;- 
it W5W he that stole tne negro — ^wanted to know if I didn't feel 
a little foolish." 

To sum up the whole matter in controversy between the 
iNorth and South: We pay our taxes for the support of Gov- 
ernment; we shed our blood and expose our lives to sustain 
our national honor; we perform all our duties as true and 
loyal citizens; we are entitled to equal privileges, and to 
equal and exact protection, in all places, at all times, and un* 
der all circumstances. When Government fails to recognize 
these privileges, or to award this protection, it fails in the 
^eat objects for which it was ordained, and ought to be abol- 
lE^ed. ' 

Korthem statesmen, by whatever party designation they 
may be known, must be made to understand that Sne^spun 
theories, however cunningly worded, or party ties, however 
sanctified by age, are not to stand in the way of a clear and 
distinct recognition of our rights under the Constitution. 
; We iave not been backward in the past, nor will we be ia 
the; future, in vindicating the property rights of our Northern 
brothers. Wlienever and wherever their rights have been 
denied, on thi^ land or on the seas^ our chiva&ous arms have 
gleamed in the hottest of the conflict If the time has come 
when it is demanded of us that we live up t6 all the require- 



mmis of the Constitatiion,' hoBs all tlie IjiMens of Ooi7^'! 
meat, and yet admit that w© are not 6C[mb ia tlie Govern-, 
meat, and not entitled to equal privileges, aad eqmi protestlosSj 
then the time has come for iis to saj w otw Hoytliem brothsffB, 
" jott have shown that you are our enemies and w© are yoasB.'^ 
"it is useless to appe^ to me in the name of the BemosmUd 
party, or of any other party. There was s day when p&rty 
names signified a great deal. We all loiow what Bemom^^ 
signi&ed in the Cays of Jefierson, Madison, Jaekeon, and 
Folk. It meant equality and esact justice to all parts of the 
Confederacy. True Democracy means nothing else now ; and 
no BDurions article shall be palmed of£ on me m a g^ioine 
ariicla. I abhor Douglas' Squatter Soverei^ty. I detest th© 
^od Lord, good Bevil policy of the Waemngton <' Oonstitu- 
tion*" I am not satisfiea witSi Atiomey-XSteneral Black's "Ob« 
seryations" on Douglas* maga^ane aiiicle. I regard with dii^ 
trust all politicians, Korth and South, who hesitate to declare 
in favor of Oongre&sional protection of slaverv in the Terri- 
tories. And I await with great patience and little hope, tib^^ 
etspoae which we are to have from the President at the op^ 
ing of Confess. 

FeHow citizens, we are shortly to meet our "Iforthem 
brethren" in Convention at Charleston. The Convention is 
to be one of great si^iScance. If the South lowers its fb^i 
ail is lost. ISo man in the South doubts our risht to equal 
justice, and equal protection to our property on me high &sm 
and in the Territories. Ko man in the Korth who loves ihe 
Union, reveres the Constitution, and wants to do justice, will 
dispute our claim to be put on an equal footing with the p£id< 
pie of the Korth. ask ho hobs. But there will be 
tempts to hoodwink us with fair promises and espressions ol 
kind, regard, "We shall be told we are the cleverest fellows 
in the world — ^bnm full of chivalry, and that all our just d0« 
mands must and shall be reelected. And then the mAiiipfi<ri 
lating process will begin, we shall be asked to yield a ^.e^ 
little on this point, ana then on that, and again on some oilier. 
The %ren will (Continue to chant deUcicUs music in our esm^ 
and if we listen, the end will be that we shall be led far awa^ 
from ihat shrine which is devotion to our coxmtry. You ara 
about to appoint delegates to the Convention at Charle0t)o&; 
My advice to you is plainly this: appoint discreet, sensible 
men of established reputation-^men tnoionghl|' imbued wi& 
the sentiment, that the South has equal rights m confed^c^ 
with the Noith-^nc? above ciUt men whose (mteeedmta gim 
vmdeUMilU emdmee thM thfy 

I am not remarkably sanguine ss to the resmts at<I!harl%ton; 
Perhaps I am not because I feel a certain sort of presenbnent 
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th&t things will bo maiia^ed to ouv prajadic®. If I could feel 
assured that the E'atioaaf Democracy would, iu good earnest, 
md with 8 hearty good will, £3tep on a platform which recog- 
nised ttiG e«juaJiity of the States, and the equal and exact ri^nt 
of every upeciea of properJy to fall and adequate protection 
wherever it might he, I would perform a pilgrimage on foot 
to Oharlestou to witness such a consumation. But my hopea 
are ininglod with many doubts on these points. Iiear we 
shall have a repetition of the old scenes— Apochrvphal senten- 
ces Qtrrmg together, meaning anything or everytning, or noth- 
ing, just as one chooses to construe them. We may be offered 
the Oincinuari platform in haeo verha^I would reject it with- 
ovj a word of debate. After all that has transpired, it is in- 
fiulting to our intelligence to offer us a platform with a K"orth- 
em and a Southern Bide. We know that in practice our side 
will be deserted. Therefore, those who accept such a plat- 
form, agree in advance ' > see the South betrayed. 

I would demand the full measure of justice and draw the 
bond in such plain English that no one could misread or mis- 
construe it. And failing in this demand, I would withdraw 
instantly from the Convention. 

Ah I we are told that this course, on the part of the South, 
will break up the l^ational Democratic parl^. Well, suppose 
it does ? , For what end was the party organized ? In the lan- 
guage of the Constitution, it was ordained to establish justice, 
insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defences 
and promote the general welfare. If instead of meeting these 
just ends, it defeats iustice, promotes discord, ^ rovidesfor .the 
defence of the ]S"ortn, and promotes only that intest which is 
hostile to the South, then I have no hesitation in saying it 
ought to be broken up. 

Let no one suppose that Democratic principles will be en- 
dangered by the withdrawal of the South from the present 
Democratic organization. When Luther, and Melancthon, and 
Zwin^le, and John Knox, and Calvin protested against the 
Eomish Church, they did not destroy, nay ! they dia not even 
wound true Christianily. And when bold John Wesley de- 
nounced the corruptions of the English Church, he only let 
in upon it that true and Heavenly light which was essential 
to its triumph. Democrapcy is nearly allied to Christianity, 
and they need alike to be pruned of all corruption to insure 
their vigorous and succesefnl growth. 

I have no hesitation in advising my party fHends in Missis- 
sippi to stand firmly by their avowed principles. These prin- 
ciples are worth more to us than party associations. We can- 
not long remain in a Union where even our own professed 
Mends do not recognize our just claim to equal nghts and 



equal protection. The old Democratic party is dear to me, 1 
iiaye spent the beat part of n>y life in dofendrngitspiiucipies. 
If now it lias made up i'/j mind to discard the first gi'eat car- 
dinal idea of its creed, that of jnetice to all, ftnd special privi- 
leges to none, I am prepared to spend the remainder of days 
in making war upon it. 

I have spoken to you plainly, my friends, as became me, oc- 
cupyiag the relation I do to you, and those you represent. 
There may be those among you who find fault with what I 
hiav© said. Well, be it so, I am used to such treatment and 
can bear it with copiposure. If then you do not admit that I 
havi) this night addressed you in the language of truth and 
soberaess, I shall be ready for any saciifice to which you me^'' 
condemn me. 



